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The Philosophy Revised
ORTHODOX MARXIST philosophy postulated three stages in the pro-
gress towards a Communist society. First, a liberal bourgeois revolution
would break down the old feudal system; next must follow a long interval,
during which the condition of the working classes would steadily deteri-
orate; and finally, when the capitalist system had achieved the maximum
development of which it was capable, the proletariat would rise and
destroy it. The Communist revolution would therefore occur, not in a
backward country like Russia, but in a politically and economically
advanced society.
So definite was this element in Marx's teaching that even when, late in
1917, the ineffectiveness of the Kerensky Government made a working-
class rising inevitable, the Mensheviks declined to see in it a true Com-
munist revolution. It did not conform to the textbook pattern and they
must not identify themselves with it.
The Bolsheviks, under the influence of Lenin, took a more practical
view. Lenin, in spite of his voluminous writing, was not primarily a
theorist, but a thoroughgoing realist prepared to adjust the theory to fit
the facts. A proletarian revolution was in process and it must be identified
with Communism. For this purpose some glosses on the orthodox text
were necessary, but in any case a new chapter in the Communist phil-
osophy would have to be written. Karl Marx had carefully described the
steps by which the revolution should be achieved, but had given no
guidance as to what the proletariat should do after it had smashed the
existing political and social system. Lenin's great r6le was to fulfil that
need.
He set out to establish five main propositions, of which the first was
that capitalist imperialism was on its death-bed and the time was therefore
ripe for the proletarian revolution. This proposition was supported by
three considerations. In the first place, capitalist rivalries had led to an
era of suicidal imperialist wars; secondly, the rise of the colonial peoples
was making the position of the imperialist powers untenable; and thirdly,
the growth of powerful industrial trusts and monopolies so weighted the
scales against the working classes as to leave them only with the alterna-
tives of a revolution or abject surrender. Clearly they would choose
revolution. Nevertheless, it was, according to Lenin, a distortion of
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